' “Parent Tips
#Fﬂcing danger fearlessly
helps to bring up

solutions more quickly.
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The securest place is the
place that secure against
yourself.
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verything around Alice was gigantic.
‘

Flowers looked as tall as lampposts.

“The Caterpillar said one side of this

mushroom will make me bigger and the other

will make me smaller,”
Alice
dandelion, holding up two

told a nearby
pieces of mushroom. “But |
don’t know which piece
will do which.”

“Which do you want?”
asked the dandelion. “To
grow bigger or smaller?”

“Bigger!” cried Alice.

“Put your roots in the
ground and turn vyour
leaves to the sun,” said the dandelion. “You'll
grow bigger in no time!”

“But I'm not a flower,” said Alice.

“Of course she's not,” said a datfodil.
“She’s a bug!”

Suddenly, Alice heard another voice.
“Little buuuug . . ." it sang. “I can give you what
you want. Just step into my petals, buglet.”

Alice placed the mushroom pieces in her
pocket and approached the plant. Its flower
buds looked very strange—like split green
kidney beans with fine hairs around the edges.

“Get in,” said the plant eagerly.

Alice climbed inside one of the strange
buds. Immediately, she felt the bud begin to
close up tight, trapping her inside!

“What kind of plant are you?” cried Alice.

“A Venus flytrap,” said the plant.
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“But I'm not a fly,” Alice protested.

“Doesn’t matter,” said the flytrap. “I eat
other bugs.”

“I'm not any kind of bug!” cried Alice,
banging on the springy
green walls. “Let me out.”

The
laughed. “I can tell you're

flytrap  just
going to be a tasty treat,
little bug,” it mumbled.
“You know,” said
Alice angrily, “it's not polite
to talk with your mouth
full, especially when your
mouth is full of me! Why, if

I were my normal size,

I'd—>

Normal size? she thought and suddenly

remembered the pieces of mushroom in her
pocket. She pulled out the two pieces. Taking
a chance, she bit into one.

Alice got bigger and bigger and burst out
of the flytrap and onto the ground.

Still angry, she peered down at the
flytrap. It looked completely harmless now,
no higher than her ankle. She gave it a glare,
and then went on her way.

The flowers watched her go. “That was
the biggest bug I ever saw,” said the violet, in
an awed voice.

“1 can't believe 1 let it go,” the Venus
flytrap said wistfully. “That bug would have
been breakfast, lunch, and dinner for the next
fifty years!”
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I ady stretched and rolled over. It was so

cozy up on the window seat. Sunlight
shone through the glass and glinted on her
diamond-shaped name tag. Lady sighed
contentedly. The tag was
her most prized possession.
Besides her owners, of
course. Jim Dear and
Darling were very good to
her. Just last night, they had
given her and Tramp steak
bones to munch on. There
were so many, they had not
been able to eat them all.

The bones! Lady had
almost forgotten them.
Leaping off the window seat, she hurried to
the kitchen. Luckily, they were still right next
to her food bowl.

Lady began to carry the bones into the
yard. It took three trips, but soon the bones
were lying in a heap on the grass. Then she
got to work.

Dig, dig, dig. The soil piled up behind her
as Lady dug yet another hole. She carefully
nosed the last bone into the hole and covered
it with dirt. After prancing delicately on top to
pat down the soil, she collapsed in an exhausted
heap. Burying bones was hard work!

Rolling over, Lady let the sun warm her
belly. The vard was the perfect place for a late-
afternoon nap. She was just dozing off when,
suddenly, her neck itched. Sitting up, Lady

gave it a scratch. But something was missing.
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Lost and Found

Lady stopped scratching and gingerly felt
her neck. Her collar! It was gone!

Panicked, Lady searched the yard for the
collar. It was nowhere to be found.

[ must have buried it
with one of my bones! Lady
realized with a jolt. She
looked at all the freshly
dug holes. It would take
her all night to dig up the
bones. But she just had to
find her collar!

Tramp will help, Lady
thought. She ran inside to
get him. He was playing
with the puppies, but ran
outside as soon as he heard what was wrong.
Soon the two dogs were busy undoing all of
Lady’s hard work.

“1 see something shiny!” Tramp called.
Lady was by his side in an instant, but it wasn't
the collar. It was just an old bottle cap. Lady
dropped her head sadly.

Lady and Tramp got right back to digging.
And just as dusk was falling, Tramp unearthed
a thick blue band with a golden, diamond-
shaped tag. Lady’s collar!

Lady let out a happy bark. Then she
carried the collar into the house and sat down
at Jim Dear’s feet.

“Your collar came off, Lady?” Jim asked as
he fastened the collar around Lady’s neck. “It’s
a good thing you didn’t accidentally bury it

with your bones!”
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